
Request for Expressions of Interest 
Public Art Opportunity - City of Burlington 
Plains Road Traffic Median 
 
Deadline: Friday, April 28, 2017  
Budget:  $25,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
 
For more information: 
Kim Selman 
T:  905-548-0111 
E:  kim@cobaltconnects.ca  
W: burlingtonpublicart.com  

Public Art Opportunity 
Request for 
Expressions of Interest 
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Artist Opportunity 
The City of Burlington invites professional artists to submit Expressions of Interest to create a 
permanent public artwork for a traffic island located at Plains Road (QEW Ramp, West of 
Plains Road QEW Overpass) in the Aldershot community of Burlington, Ontario.   
 
This competition is open to all professional Canadian artists.  An artwork proposal is not 
requested at this time.  Artist applications will be reviewed on the basis of artistic merit, 
professional qualifications and experience.  
 
Background:  Plains Road 
Plains Road has undergone significant revitalization and growth in recent years.   Beginning in 
2011, the City of Burlington undertook a “Functional Design and Implementation Strategy for 
the Plains Road Corridor”.  This process resulted in a report containing a number of 
suggestions including widening bike lanes, beautifying the area, roadway improvements, and 
increasing the number of pedestrian crossings and islands. 
 
A significant portion of this work has been completed and additional improvements will 
continue over the next 10 – 20 years, with the goal of transforming Plains Road from a 
thoroughfare into a main-street corridor.  Public art will play an important role in this 
transformation.  A medium-scale sculpture is already underway for the parkette located at the 
corner of Plains Road and Waterdown Road.  The median project will add to the street’s 
public art collection and will be used as a pilot project to consider the integration of future 
public artworks into additional medians on Plains Road. 
 
Historical Context 
The neighbourhood of Aldershot Village is located in the west end of Burlington, Ontario.  
Settlement of this historic village developed along present day Plains Road.  In the mid- 
1800’s, Alex Brown of Waterdown built a wharf on the site where the French explorer, René-
Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, briefly landed on his way to the North American interior in 
1669. Brown’s wharf became the heart of the Aldershot community and created shipping and 
recreational activity at the site that is now known as LaSalle Park and Marina on Burlington 
Bay. 
 
By 1823 the settlement had eleven log houses, twenty frame and three stone or brick homes. 
It also boasted two gristmills, five sawmills, and two shops. Fruit farming began in the 1830's, 
with the arrival of the Gallagher and Emery families. By the 1890's, John Rendall Job started 
the first dairy farm on the east quarter of Lot 1, on Plains Road, shipping his milk to Toronto 
daily.  By the early 1900’s, Aldershot was the home to many ambitious market gardeners and 
Plains Road was dotted with fruit and vegetable farms over several decades. 
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Over time, Plains Road became a major arterial route and was a Provincial highway until the 
mid-1990’s.  At this time, the street retained the look of an old highway and predominately 
featured used car lots, strip malls and small motels.  In the late 90’s a community council of 
residents and businesses formed with the mission of improving and beautifying Plains Road 
and the surrounding community.  Today, Plains Road is undergoing significant revitalization 
and growth.  A number of new residential and commercial developments have sprung up 
along the corridor.   This, combined with beautification efforts such as updated landscaping, 
planted medians, a gazebo, wider sidewalks and additional benches are helping to convert 
Plains Road from an old highway to a residential ‘main street.’ 
 
Further Reading 
 
Planning Documents: 

• Plains Road Corridor Urban Design Guidelines:   
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-
you/resources/Planning_and_Development/Design_Guidelines/Plains_Road_Urban_D
esign_Guidelines.pdf  

 
Local Organizations: 

• Aldershot Village BIA: www.aldershotbia.com  
• Plains Road Village Vision: www.aldershotvillage.ca  
• Aldershot Community Honour Roll: www.achr.ca  
• Royal Botanical Gardens: www.rbg.ca  

 
Additional Historical Information: 

• The Burlington Historical Society: www.burlingtonhistorical.ca  
• Burlington Public Library, “A Short History of Burlington:” 

http://heritage.bpl.on.ca/localhist/burhistory.htm 
• Our Ontario (for images, newspaper clippings from the 1860’s to present: 

http://search.ourontario.ca/search 
• The Story of Aldershot: A Special Place with a Special History, by Edwin Broadus, 

2008: http://www.leonardshoup.com/?page=shop/flypage&product_id=58108 
 

Artwork Location 
The artwork will be sited on the traffic median located on Plains Road, near the Francis Road 
intersection (QEW Ramp, West of Plains Road QEW Overpass) – see Figs.1 and 2 below.  
The artwork should be non-interactive and should be appreciated from a visual distance such 
as driving, cycling and pedestrian traffic from across the street.  This area is susceptible to 
heavy vehicle traffic and can be hot and sunny in the summer with little protection from the 
elements.  In the winter, this site can experience liquid salt spray as a result of snow clearing.  
As such, the artwork must be able to withstand these conditions with minimal ongoing 
maintenance requirements. 
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Fig.1:  Artwork Location 
Site Plan 

Fig.2:  Artwork Location 
Overhead View 
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Artwork Design Parameters 
The artwork must adhere to the following design parameters listed below: 
 
Technical Specifications 

• The artwork must be fabricated using materials that are highly permanent, resistant to 
weathering and require minimal maintenance (materials such as steel, iron, etc. are 
preferable)  

• The artwork must be fabricated using materials that will not have a negative 
environmental impact on the site 

• The artwork must not pose a risk to public safety (i.e. no sharp points, does not allow 
climbing to restricted areas, no slip hazards, etc.) 

• The artwork must fit within the footprint of the traffic median and may not extend onto 
the roadway (see area highlighted in red – Fig.1) 

o Median width (excluding curb) is 2.0 metres, must allow 0.5 metre clear zone 
each side;  

o The maximum space available for the artwork installation is 1 metre wide by 30 
metres length (maximum).  It is not required that the artwork fill this entire space. 

o The artwork must be sited in the space between the posted signs (noted as: Rb-
25, Wa-33L and Rb-21 on site plan).  

• The artwork must be installed on existing concrete; does not require additional below-
grade foundation(s). 

• There are no current height restrictions for the artwork. The commissioned artist will be 
expected to submit drawings certified by a structural engineer licensed to operate in 
Ontario that includes wind-shearing calculations. 

• The artwork must meet all Ontario building code standards 
(http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page7393.aspx). 

 
Traffic Safety Considerations 

• The artwork must be installed using breakaway supports (i.e. supports that are 
designed to break away when struck by a vehicle). 

• The artwork must not impede visibility or sightlines from either side of the road.  For 
example, the artwork should not form a solid wall for the length of the workable area.   

• The artwork must not contain colours, words, symbols or optical illusions that might 
cause driver distraction.  This includes but is not limited to: 

o Colours typically associated with traffic lights (i.e. red, green, amber) 
o Traffic or directional symbols such as arrows, triangles, octagons, numbers or 

letters 
o Light, sound or digital elements 

• The artwork must not obstruct, remove or otherwise alter the existing regulatory and 
warning signs posted on the median (noted as: Rb-25, Wa-33L and Rb-21 on site 
plan). 

• The artwork cannot contain corporate logos or advertisements of any kind 
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Budget 
The budget for this project is $25,000 CAD (maximum, exclusive of HST).  This is the total 
amount available for all related expenses of this public art project including (but not limited to):  
artist fees, materials, site preparation, technical consultation, fabrication, installation, 
insurance, equipment, permit fees, travel, etc. 
 
Eligibility 
This competition is open to professional artists* residing in Canada.  Artist collectives and/or 
artist-led teams are also encouraged to apply.  The selected artist must be able to travel to 
Burlington, Ontario, Canada for a minimum of one visit to manage the installation of the 
artwork and engage in public dialogue (i.e. artist talk / unveiling event). 
 
* A professional artist is an individual who has specialized skills and/or training in his/her 
artistic discipline (not necessarily in academic institutions), has a history of public presentation 
and is critically recognized as an artist. 
 
Selection Process 
An independent selection committee comprised of project stakeholders, community members 
and arts professionals will review all applications based on the following criteria: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Original Work:  The artist must guarantee that the artwork is original and does not violate the 
copyright of any other person. 
 

Professional Experience (CV) 
• The artist’s qualifications and professional experience are 

appropriate for the scale and complexity of the project 
• Demonstrated ability to meet deadlines, budgets, etc. 

5 points 

Expression of Interest Statement 
Responsiveness to the site and context of the project.  The EOI 
statement clearly articulates: 

• The artist’s approach to creating artwork for the public realm  
• How the goals of this project align with the applicant’s artistic 

practice 
• How the artist’s skills and experience bring value to this project 

5 points 

Artistic Excellence (Artwork Images) 
• Quality, originality and excellence of artwork  
• Appropriateness of the artistic expression in relation to the 

proposed project 

10 points 

TOTAL AVAILABLE POINTS 20 points 
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Two-Stage Process 
This competition is a two-stage process.  In Stage One, the selection committee will review 
the applications based on the selection process outlined in this document.  The selection 
committee will choose a maximum of three artists to move forward to stage two.   
 
The artists selected for Stage Two will be asked to develop a Concept Proposal for the 
artwork consisting of: artist statement, preliminary design drawings and draft budget. An 
honorarium of $750 will be paid upon completion of the Concept Proposal. The proposals will 
then be presented to the public for comment and feedback. 
 
At the end of Stage Two, the selection committee will recommend the successful artist based 
on the merits of the Concept Proposal, technical feasibility and public feedback. The 
successful artist will then enter into a contract with the City of Burlington for the artwork 
creation and installation phase of the project.  
 
Cobalt Connects manages the City of Burlington’s Public Art Program. Guided by the Public 
Art Policy, Cobalt Connects works in co-operation with city staff to develop and implement the 
Public Art Master Plan.  

Please note, the selection committee, Cobalt Connects, and the City of Burlington reserve the 
right to choose to not recommend any application, proposal or finalist and to terminate or re-
advertise any project.  
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Estimated Project Timeline (2017 - 2018) 
 
Deadline Activity 
March 13, 2017  Expression of Interest document released 

 
April 28, 2017 Deadline for Stage One:  Expression of Interest 

 
By May 5, 2017 Community steering committee reviews applications, selects 

short-listed artists  
 

June 16, 2017 Short listed artists’ Concept Proposals due 
 

July 2017 Public feedback and consultation 
 

By August 14, 2017 Community steering committee reviews proposals and public 
feedback 
Selected artist enters into a contract with the City of Burlington 
 

October 16, 2017 Detailed Technical Design due 
 

By November 12, 2017 Detailed Technical Design approved by technical design 
committee 

December 2017– April 2018 Artwork fabrication 
May 2018 Artwork installation 

Community celebration and unveiling 
 
Application Deadline and Receipt  
All applications are due on or before Friday, April 28 2017 (by 4:00 pm. in-person or 11:59 
p.m. online).  Incomplete applications or those received after the deadline will not be 
accepted.  Faxed or emailed applications will not be accepted.   
 
All applicants will receive notice via email that their application has been received.  It is the 
responsibility of the applicant to ensure that his/her application has been received by Cobalt 
Connects.  If you do not receive verification within one week of submitting your application, 
please contact kim@cobaltconnects.ca or 905-548-0111. 
 
Loss or Damage:  While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the City of 
Burlington, Cobalt Connects and the selection committee shall not be held liable for any loss 
or damage, however caused.  Please note, application materials will not be returned. 
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Application Requirements 
 
Applications may be submitted online, in-person or by mail.  Please ensure your application 
includes the following materials: 
 

1. Application Form: Page 10 of this document or completed online:  
http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ 

 
2. Expression of Interest Statement:  Submit a brief statement outlining your interest in 

this project (2 pages maximum).  Please include the following information: 
• Your approach to creating artwork for the public realm  
• How the goals of this project align with your artistic practice 
• How your specific skills and experience bring value to this project 

 
3. Curriculum Vitae:  Outline recent qualifications and artistic activities (5 pages 

maximum).  
 

4. Artwork Samples:  CD/DVD of up to ten images of your artwork.  Please note the 
following: 

• All images must be in high resolution JPEG format 
• Do not embed images in documents such as Word or PowerPoint or 

compress files (i.e. WinZip, Stuffit, etc.) 
• Clearly label files and do not use any special characters, symbols, periods, 

etc. (i.e. $, %,&) in the file name 
• Original artwork or slides will not be accepted 

 
5. Image List:  Please include: title of artwork, materials, dimensions, date and location 

of artwork (if applicable). 
 

6. References:  Please provide the name, address, phone number and email for two 
references who have been directly involved with your artistic practice and/or past 
public art projects. 
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Application Form 
 
Applications are due on or before April 28, 2017 (4:00 p.m. in-person or 11:59 p.m. 
online).   
 
Online Applications:  please visit http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access 
the online application form.  
 
In-person or mailed applications:  Applications may be submitted in-person or mailed to our 
office (80 Queen St. South, Hamilton, Ont.).  Applications may be submitted on a CD/DVD or 
as a hard copy (letter-sized paper; 8 ½ X 11”).  If submitting a hard copy, please do not bind, 
staple or use cover sheets / folders / binders.   
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ____________________________ Province  ____________________________ 
 
Postal Code  _____________________ Country  _____________________________ 
 
Phone (day) ______________________ Phone (evening) ______________________ 
 
Email  ____________________________ Website  ___________________________ 

 
 

 
The applicant is in agreement with the Eligibility and Selection Criteria, as outlined in this 
document: 
 
Signature of applicant__________________________ Date  _____________________ 
 
 

 
¨ I would like to receive notice of future Calls for Artists and program updates.   

Please add me to the Burlington Public Art mailing list (optional) 
	  

Contact Us 
Kim Selman 
T:  905-548-0111 
E:  kim@cobaltconnects.ca  
W:  www.burlingtonpublicart.com 
	  

Send Submissions to:  
Cobalt Connects 
ATTN:  Plains Road Median Project 
80 Queen St. South 
Hamilton, Ont. L8P 3R8	  


