Deadline:
Budget:
Opportunity:

Monday March 18, 2019
$6,000 per commission (7 different commissions available)
Request for Proposals, temporary public art installations at
various locations in Burlington, Ontario

For more information:
Kim Selman
T: 905-548-0111
E: kim@cobaltconnects.ca

Online application can be found at www.burlingtonpublicart.com

Temporary Public Art
7 Different Opportunities, City of Burlington

Artist Opportunity
The City of Burlington public art program invites professional artists and artist teams to submit
proposals for temporary art installations that will be unveiled as part of the City of Burlington’s
Culture Days event (September 27 – 29, 2019). Seven installations will be exhibited for a
one-month period running from September 27 – October 25, 2019 at various locations
throughout the city. Of particular interest are projects that connect residents and visitors to
the buildings, natural landscape, community and/or history of the identified sites. Artists
working in all media are welcome to submit a proposal including: visual art, sculpture,

sound, projection, light, performance art, etc.

Background
Burlington Public Art – Cultural Nodes Project
The concept for the Public Art Lab was developed as part of an artist residency conducted by
Lisa Hirmer in 2017 (https://www.dodolab.ca/). Hirmer’s residency focused on furthering the
development of ‘cultural nodes’, as identified in Burlington’s Cultural Action Plan (2012).
The Plan noted that many of Burlington’s cultural services are ‘located in stand alone facilities
dispersed throughout the community with little collective visibility’ and that the establishment
of cultural nodes could help to connect residents and artists to cultural opportunities
happening throughout the city.
Working with Arts and Culture staff, Hirmer was selected to conduct a 6-month artist
residency. In addition to attending planning meetings and consulting with key stakeholders,
Hirmer created a series of temporary public art interventions to engage, interact and learn
from the community. This included the first iteration of the Public Art Lab in which six local
artists were invited to create small-scale temporary artworks / interventions at Central Library.
At the end of the residency, Hirmer recommended a series of future activities that the City
could undertake to continue the development of cultural nodes, including:
o Clusters of smaller / temporary works
o Encourage interactions between local and regional artists
o Prioritize work that engages the public
o Create opportunities for experimentation
By commissioning new, site-specific work, the Public Art Lab will endeavor to advance the
above-mentioned recommendations.
More information about Lisa Hirmer’s residency can be found here:
https://burlingtonpublicart.com/projects/cultural-nodes-artist-in-residence/
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Culture Days
Culture Days is a non-profit organization dedicated to building a national network of cultural
connections devoted to providing Canadians with opportunities to participate in, and
appreciate, all forms of art and culture. Culture Days promotes free, hands-on, interactive
activities that invite the public to participate behind-the-scenes to discover the world of artists,
creators, historians, architects, curators, designers and other creative individuals in
Burlington. The temporary art installations will be unveiled as part of the City of Burlington’s
Culture Days programming (September 27 – 29, 2019) and will be exhibited for a one-month
period, running until October 25, 2019.

Artwork Details
Media
The Public Art Lab is seeking to commission site-specific artwork in all media. As the artwork
will be sited in public parks and community centres, there are many opportunities for your
work to engage art lovers, casual park goers and facility users. You are welcome to propose
an interactive project that takes place with your facilitation (scheduled between the dates of
September 27 – October 25), or art that interacts on an ongoing basis without the presence of
the artist. Proposals may also include installation art, environmental art, sculpture, sound,
projection or light (not necessarily interactive in nature).
In all cases, the proposed artwork must take public accessibility and safety into account. All
installations will be sited in publicly accessible, unmonitored locations and as such, must be
resistant to theft, vandalism and weathering (where applicable).
The following proposals will not be considered:
o Exhibition / gallery style display of 2D artworks (i.e. paintings, photography, etc.) or
small-scale sculpture / craft
o Musical or theatrical performances that are not integrated into a site-specific work (i.e.
concert performance, performance of an existing play / monologue, etc.)
Temporary Nature of Artworks:
o All installations are temporary
o Permanent alterations to the sites are not permitted
o Artwork requiring concrete pads or other potentially damaging approaches will not be
considered
o If selected, you will be asked to sign an agreement to remove the installations by
October 28, 2019
o No dumpsters or disposal facilities are provided, so you must transport the de-installed
materials completely off-site. Please consider the cost of transportation and disposal
in your budget.
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Artwork Locations
There are six different locations available for the installations (Spencer Smith Park will host
two installations). Within each site, there are many opportunities for artwork to be sited.
Specific opportunities and restrictions are noted below. Artists may propose a specific
location in their proposal. Selected artists will be requested to attend a site visit with project
staff in order to determine the appropriate location for the artwork. All sites are subject to
approval by the City of Burlington.
Artists may submit proposals for more than one location however only one
commission per artist/collective will be awarded.
Photos of all locations are attached to this RFP as Appendix 1.
Brant Hills Community Centre or Brant Hills Park
2255 Brant Street
• Interior and exterior locations available
• The community centre is a busy neighbourhood hub, with a variety of community
rooms, gymnasiums and public library
• The park is located beside the community centre and features two baseball diamonds,
three sports fields, a playground, tennis and pickleball courts, basketball court, and
plenty of green space
Burloak Waterfront Park
5420 Lakeshore Road
• Exterior locations only
• A community park that straddles the boarder between Burlington and Oakville
• Park is a trailhead for the Waterfront Trail, with over 800 meters of shoreline
• A significant Queenston shale cliff formation is home to one of the largest nesting
colonies of bank swallows in the western basin of Lake Ontario
Haber Community Centre
3040 Tim Dobbie Drive
• Interior and exterior locations available
• An unique shared facility that includes four competition-sized double gyms, a threestorey high school with 200-seat auditorium and an integrated library that is used by
the general public and high school students
• The complex supports a rooftop solar system that feeds energy back into the city’s
power grid system
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Lowville Park
6207 Lowville Park Road
• Exterior locations only
• Lowville Park is 26-acre rural park located within the Bronte Creek watershed
• The site is a popular park that features: picnic amenities, nature trails, suspended
iron bridge, an old stone one room school house and a children’s playground.
Spencer Smith Park
1400 Lakeshore Road
• 2 commissions available in this location, exterior locations only
• Situated within the Waterfront in Downtown Burlington, Spencer Smith Park
features a wide promenade that offers a magnificent view of the lake, beach and
Skyway Bridge while sitting on the breakway, walking, cycling or rollerblading
• Spencer Smith Park is home to many of the City of Burlington’s signature festival
and events
• As part of the Public Art Lab and in conjunction with Culture Days, staff will be
hosting tours of the City’s public art collection. These tours will begin in Spencer
Smith Park. As such, artworks that are performance-based or encourage public
interaction are requested.
Tansley Woods Community Centre
1996 Itabashi Way
• Interior and exterior locations available
• A busy community hub that features a double gym, leisure pools, meeting rooms,
and public library
• In 2019, the City of Burlington will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the twinning
with sister city Itabashi, Japan. A Japanese garden will be constructed in the
courtyard area behind Tansley Woods Community Centre.

Budget
The budget for each commission is $6,000 (CAD, exclusive of harmonized sales tax). This
fee includes all costs related to artist fee(s), materials, artwork installation and removal,
transportation, insurance, travel and any other cost related to the creation and display of the
artwork.

Eligibility
This Request for Expressions of Interest is open to professional artists* working in a variety of
media (artist-led teams or collectives are eligible to apply). Artists must be able to travel to
Burlington, Ontario to manage the installation and de-installation of the artwork and to attend
an unveiling event during the Culture Days celebration (date TBD).
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* A professional artist is an individual who has specialized skills and/or training in his/her
artistic discipline (not necessarily in academic institutions), has a history of public presentation
and is critically recognized as an artist.

Estimated Project Timeline (2019)
Deadline

Activity

January 21

Request for Proposals released

March 18

Submission deadline

By April 15

Successful artists are selected and enter into a contract with the
City of Burlington

By May 31

Detailed Design Proposal due

July - September

Artwork fabrication

By September 26

Artwork installation

September 27 – October 25

Exhibition period

By October 28

De-installation; all artwork / exhibition materials must be
removed

Selection Process
An independent Selection Committee comprised of project stakeholders, community members
and artists / arts professionals will review all applications and will select the winning
proposals. The artist selected will be required to enter into an agreement with the City of
Burlington, which will contain provisions including, but not limited to right of ownership and
use, warranty, and insurance.
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Selection Criteria
The Selection Committee will review applications based on the following criteria:
• Artistic merit and originality of artwork proposal submitted
• Qualifications and professional experience of artist(s)
• Artistic merit of previous work (as expressed in artwork samples submitted)
• Demonstrated ability to meet deadlines, budgets and success in executing projects of
the scale outlined in this document
Original Work: The artist must guarantee that the artwork is original and does not violate the
copyright of any other person.
** Cobalt Connects manages the City of Burlington’s Public Art Program. Guided by the
Public Art Policy, Cobalt Connects works in cooperation with City staff to develop and
implement the Public Art Master Plan.
Please note, the Selection Committee, Cobalt Connects and the City of Burlington reserves
the right to not recommend any application, proposal or finalist and to terminate or readvertise any project.

Application Deadline and Receipt
All applications are due on or before Monday March 18, 2019 (4:00 pm in-person or 11:59
pm online). Incomplete applications or those received after the deadline will not be accepted.
Faxed or emailed applications will not be accepted. Applications may be submitted online at:
https://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ or by mail.
All applicants will receive notice via email that their application has been received. It is the
responsibility of the applicant to ensure that Cobalt Connects has received their application. If
you do not receive verification within one week of submitting your application, please contact
kim@cobaltconnects.ca or 905-548-0111.
Loss or Damage: While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the City of
Burlington, Cobalt Connects and Selection Committee shall not be liable for any loss or
damage, however caused. Please note, application materials will not be returned.
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Application Requirements
1. Application Form
Completed application form (page 9 or submitted online). For artist team submissions
please provide the lead artist’s information.
2. Project Description: 500 words maximum
3. Fabrication and Installation: 500 words maximum
Please include the following:
• Description of the proposed site for the work
• Dimensions and technical details about the construction and installation
• If the proposed artwork is performance-based, please include a proposed
performance schedule, duration and other applicable details
4. Artwork Sketch: 3 images maximum
A preliminary design sketch or other visual representation of the proposed work
5. Itemized Project Budget
6. Curriculum Vitae: 4 pages maximum
7. Artist Statement: 250 words maximum
8. Artwork Samples: 10 items maximum
Include a maximum of 10 examples of previous work. This can include images or
audio / video samples. Time-based media should be limited to a maximum of 1 minute
per sample. Please submit all support materials in digital format (either on a
CD/DVD or submitted online).
9. Documentation List
Please provide a brief description of the support materials submitted. For the following
items, please include:
• Digital images: year, title of work, medium, dimensions, location
• Video / Audio: year, title, production credits
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Application Form
Applications are due on or before Monday March 18, 2019. Applications may be
submitted online or in-person / mail.
Online Applications: please visit https://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access
the online application form.
Name _____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________

Postal Code _________________________

Phone (day) ______________________

Phone (evening) ______________________

Email ____________________________

Website ____________________________

Facebook (if applicable) _____________________________________________________
Twitter (if applicable) _______________________________________________________
Instagram (if applicable) _____________________________________________________
I am submitting a proposal for the following site(s):
☐
☐
☐

Brant Hills Community Centre
Burloak Park
Haber Community Centre

☐
☐
☐

Lowville Park
Spencer Smith Park
Tansley Woods Community Centre

¨ I would like to receive notice of future Calls For Artists and program updates. Please add
me to the Burlington Public Art mailing list (optional)
The applicant is in agreement with the Eligibility and Selection Criteria, as outlined in this
document:
Signature of applicant__________________________

Date _______________

Send Submissions to:
Cobalt Connects
ATTN: Public Art Lab
724 Barton Street East
Hamilton, Ont. L8L 3A8

Contact Us
Kim Selman
T: 905-548-0111
E: kim@cobaltconnects.ca
W: www.burlingtonpublicart.com
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Appendix 1: Location Photos
The following photos are intended to give applicants a visual sense of each
location. The photos do no illustrate all of the potential locations where
artwork may be sited as there are many options that may be considered. The
selected artists will be asked to propose a specific location as part of the
Detailed Design Proposal, subject to approval by the City of Burlington.
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