Call to Artists
Request for Expressions of Interest
Public Art Shade Structure(s)
City of Burlington, Civic Square Renewal

Deadline:
Budget:

Friday March 15, 2019
Budget: $115,000 CAD

For more information:
Kim Selman
Tel: 905-548-0111
Email: kim@cobaltconnects.ca

burlingtonpublicart.com

Shade Structures, Civic Square
Public Art Opportunity, City of Burlington

Artist Opportunity
The City of Burlington invites professional artists to submit Expressions of Interest to create a
shade structure(s) to complement planned upgrades to the small gathering place in front of
City Hall on Brant Street (426 Brant Street, Burlington Ontario). This competition is open to all
Canadian professional artists* and/or artist-led teams.
*A professional artist is an individual who has specialized skills and/or training in his/her
artistic discipline (not necessarily in academic institutions), has a history of public presentation
and is critically recognized as an artist.
An artwork proposal is not requested at this time. This is a two-phase process: in Phase
One, applicants will be reviewed on the basis of artistic merit of past work, professional
qualifications and experience. In Phase Two, short-listed artists will be required to submit a
preliminary artwork concept proposal that will be displayed for public comment and jury
review. Artists selected for the short-list will be provided with a full Request for Proposals
outlining detailed artwork specifications prior to developing their proposals. Short-listed artists
will be paid an artist fee of $1000 to develop their proposals.

Background: Civic Square
Civic Square is a small yet vital gathering space located in the heart of downtown Burlington
and acts as the front entrance to City Hall. In addition to providing residents and visitors a
space to stop and rest, Civic Square is also home to a variety of arts and culture events
ranging from the Sound of Music festival to the Santa 5K Race to ceremonies such as flag
raisings.
In 2019, Civic Square will be undergoing a renewal project, funded by the Main Street
Revitalization Initiative, to improve the quality of Civic Square as an extension of Burlington’s
downtown main street. The primary objectives are to improve accessibility and overall
character and to better support the community and local downtown businesses.
Improvements to Civic Square will include (but are not limited to):
o Public art shade structures,
o Addition of lighting and moveable seating,
o Replacement of existing clay brick pavements and drainage system,
o Overall grade to be raised to eliminate steps and improve accessibility,
o Perimeter concrete planter/seat walls to remain but seat caps will be replaced,
o Addition of new trees, moveable planters and other plantings,
o Relocate existing flagpoles and adding two (2) more for a total of eight (8),
o Existing clock and decorative water fountain to remain in place.
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Artwork Goals
An artist designed overhead shade structure(s) will be installed on the south side of Civic
Square. Ideally, this shade structure should be comprised of two to three (2-3) separate
canopies, each supported by an independent foundation (see Fig.1 for design examples).
The shade structure(s) will complement other site amenities including the concrete
planter/seat wall, moveable seating, lighting and custom paving to create a space that is
welcoming and open to pedestrians. It is anticipated that these amenities will further
encourage the casual use of the space (e.g. a place to meet friends, outdoor meeting area, a
place to eat lunch, read, etc.).
In addition to the above-mentioned goals, the public art should:
• Provide maximum cooling and shade to the defined area,
• Help to unify the site’s existing and proposed architectural elements including the
decorative water fountain and seating wall,
• Complement existing uses and programming of the space,
• Create a playful space that brings people together because it is comfortable and
welcoming to walk or sit underneath.
Fig.1: Shade Structure Design Examples
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Artwork Location
Figures 2 and 3 illustrate the approximate location and massing of the proposed shade
structures. Detailed site plans and specifications will be provided to the three short-listed
artists.
Fig.2
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Fig.3

Artwork Design Parameters
The artwork must adhere to the following design parameters:
• Create an overhead structure that will provide shade coverage to a seating area that is
approximately 20-25 square meters (final dimensions TBD)
• Ideally, this shade structure should be comprised of two to three (2-3) separate
canopies, each supported by an independent foundation (design examples will be
provided to short-listed artists)
• The overall height of the shade structures may range in height from 3 - 4 meters
(varying heights are acceptable)
• Shade structures will provide UV protection and adequate shade / cooling to the
seating area
• Fabricated using materials that are highly resistant to theft, vandalism and weathering
• Must not pose a risk to public safety (i.e. no sharp points, does not allow climbing, no
slip or trip hazards, etc.
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•
•

Conform to the City of Burlington’s Accessibility Design Standards:
o https://www.burlington.ca/en/your-city/accessibility-design-standards.asp
Meets all Ontario Building Code standards:
o (http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page7393.aspx)

Artwork Design Coordination
At the same time as this public art commission is awarded, most of the detailed design for the
renewal of Civic Square will be complete. Under a separate tendering process, the City will
procure the contracted construction for Civic Square and Brant Street renewal in June so that
on-site work can begin in late June. The Civic Square tender project will not include the
construction of the shade structure however it will include a lump sum cash allowance for the
construction of the shade structure footings. The cost for the construction of the footings is not
part of the $115,000 for this commission, as it will be paid for out of the construction budget
for the Civic Square Project.
It will be the artist’s responsibility to have signed and sealed structural footing drawings to the
City by end of June so that the footings can be built on site as part of the larger construction
project. By the end of July, the fabrication of any base plates, templates and/or fasteners as
well as the delivery of them on site will be required if they are to be included as part of a
concrete pour. If these timelines are not met and there are additional costs as a direct result
of this delay, the artist will be responsible for any additional costs specific only to the
construction of the footings.
The contractor for the Civic Square project is anticipated to be complete and off-site by end of
September. The artist will be expected to install the shade structure in October/November
2019.
Refer to page 9 for Estimated Project Schedule.
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Budget
Please note this project is subject to delays due to the budget approval and tendering
process. If the 2019 Capital Budget approval is delayed the entire timeline for project delivery
may have to be reconfigured. The City also reserves the right to cancel this project outright
should the Civic Square project be deleted as part of capital budget deliberations in February
2019.
The Design/Build budget for this project is $115,000 CAD (maximum, exclusive of HST). This
is the total amount available for all related expenses of this public art project including (but not
limited to): artist fees, travel, materials, site preparation, technical consultation, fabrication,
installation, insurance, equipment, permit fees, etc. The cost of the foundation construction is
not the responsibility of the artist and will be paid for by the City of Burlington.

Eligibility
This competition is open to all professional Canadian artists. Artist collectives and/or artist-led
teams are also encouraged to apply. The selected artist must be able to travel to Burlington,
Ont. for a minimum of three visits: one project start-up meeting, one technical consultation
meeting, and one visit to manage the installation of the artwork and to engage in public
dialogue (i.e. artist talk/artwork unveiling).

Selection Process
An independent selection panel comprised of project stakeholders, community members and
arts professionals will review all applications based on the following criteria:
• Qualifications and professional experience of artist(s),
• Artistic merit of previous work (as expressed in digital images submitted),
• Demonstrated ability to meet deadlines and budgets,
• Success in executing projects of a similar scale and complexity to the project outlined
in this document,
• Past work shows a proven track record of successful collaboration,
• The artist(s)’ responsiveness to the site and approach to the project (as outlined in the
Expression of Interest Statement submitted),
• Quality of references.
Two-Stage Process
This competition is a two-stage process. In Stage One, the selection committee will review
the applications based on the Selection Process outlined in this document. The selection
committee will choose a maximum of three (3) artists to move forward to Stage Two (shortlist).
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The artists selected for Stage Two will be asked to develop a concept proposal for the
artwork consisting of: artist statement, preliminary design drawings and draft budget. An
honorarium of $1000 will be paid upon completion of the concept proposal. The committee
may elect to conduct interviews (via video conference or in person) as part of their
deliberation process. The proposals will then be presented to the public for comment and
feedback.
At the end of Stage Two, the selection committee will recommend the successful artist based
on the merits of the concept proposal, technical feasibility and public feedback. The
successful artist will then enter into a contract with the City of Burlington for the artwork
creation and installation phase of the project.
Cobalt Connects manages the City of Burlington’s Public Art Program. Guided by the Public
Art Policy, Cobalt Connects works in cooperation with City staff to develop and implement the
Public Art Master Plan.
Please note, the selection committee, Cobalt Connects, and the City of Burlington reserves
the right to not recommend any application, proposal or finalist and to terminate or readvertise any project.
Original Work: The artist must guarantee that the artwork is original and does not violate the
copyright of any other person.
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Estimated Project Timeline (2019)
Deadline
February 11

Activity
Expression of Interest document released

March 15

Deadline for Stage One: Expression of Interest

By March 29

Selection Committee reviews applications, selects short-listed
artists

May 3

Short listed artists’ concept proposals due

May 13 - 27

Public consultation

By May 31
June 28

Selection Committee reviews proposals and public feedback
Selected artist enters into a contract with the City of Burlington
Detailed Design due

July 30

Base plate/anchor fabrication and delivery on site

July - October

Artwork fabrication

October / November

Artwork installation and unveiling (date TBD)

Application Deadline and Receipt
All applications are due on or before Friday March 15, 2019. Incomplete applications or
those received after the deadline will not be accepted. Faxed or emailed applications will not
be accepted.
All applicants will receive notice via email or mail that their application has been received. It is
the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their application has been received by Cobalt
Connects. If you do not receive verification within one week of submitting your application,
please contact kim@cobaltconnects.ca or 905-548-0111.
Loss or Damage: While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the City of
Burlington, Cobalt Connects and Selection Committee shall not be liable for any loss or
damage, however caused. Please note, application materials will not be returned.
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How to Submit Your Application.
Applications may be submitted online, in-person or by mail:
Online Applications: please visit http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access the
online application form.
In-person or Mailed Applications: Applications may be submitted in-person or mailed to our
office (724 Barton Street East, Hamilton, Ontario). Applications may be submitted on a
CD/DVD or as a hard copy (letter-sized paper; 8 ½ X 11”). If submitting a hard copy, please
do not bind, staple or use cover sheets/folders/binders.
Application Requirements
1. Application Form: Page 11 of this document OR completed online:
http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/
2. Expression of Interest Statement: submit a brief statement outlining your interest in
this project (2 pages maximum). Please include the following information:
• Your approach to creating artwork for the public realm,
• How the goals of this project align with your artistic practice,
• How your specific skills and experience bring value to this project.
3. Curriculum Vitae: outline recent qualifications and artistic activities (4 pages
maximum)
4. Artist Statement (1 page maximum)
5. Artwork Samples: 10 images of your artwork. Please note the following:
• All images must be in high resolution JPEG format, suitable for screen
projection,
• Do not embed images in documents such as Word or PowerPoint or
compress files (i.e. WinZip, Stuffit, etc.),
• Clearly label files and do not use any special characters, symbols, periods,
etc. (i.e. $, %,&) in the file name,
• Original artwork or slides will not be accepted.
6. Image List: A list of the artwork samples submitted. Please include: title of artwork,
materials, dimensions, date and location of artwork (if applicable).
7. References: name, address, phone number and email for 2 references who have
been directly involved with your artistic practice and/or past public art projects.
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Application Form
Applications are due on or before Friday March 15, 2019 (4:00 pm in person or 11:59 pm
online).
Online Applications: please visit http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access the
online application form.
In-person or mailed applications: Applications may be submitted in-person or mailed to our
office (724 Barton Street East, Hamilton). Applications may be submitted on a CD/DVD or as
a hard copy (letter-sized paper; 8 ½ X 11”). If submitting a hard copy, please do not bind,
staple or use cover sheets/folders/binders.
Name _____________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________

Province ____________________________

Postal Code _____________________

Country _____________________________

Phone (day) ______________________

Phone (evening) ______________________

Email ____________________________

Website ____________________________

¨ I would like to receive notice of future Calls For Artists and program updates. Please
add me to the Burlington Public Art mailing list (optional).

The applicant is in agreement with the Eligibility and Selection Criteria, as outlined in this
document:
Signature of applicant__________________________
Send Submissions to:
Cobalt Connects
ATTN: Civic Square
724 Barton Street East
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 3A8
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Date _______________
Contact Us
Kim Selman
T: 905-548-0111
E: kim@cobaltconnects.ca
W: www.burlingtonpublicart.com

