
 
Request for Expressions of Interest 
Public Art Commission 
City of Burlington, City View Park 

 
Deadline:  Friday October 11, 2019 
Budget:     Budget: $120,000 CAD  
 
For more information: 
Kim Selman  
Tel:  905-548-0111 
Email: kim@cobaltconnects.ca  
burl ingtonpublicart.com  

Call to Artists	
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Artist Opportunity 
The City of Burlington invites professional artists to submit Expressions of Interest to create 
an exterior public art installation for a new pavilion being constructed at City View Park (2500 
Kerns Road, Burlington).  This competition is open to all Canadian and International 
professional artists* and/or artist-led teams. 
 
*A professional artist is an individual who has specialized skills and/or training in his/her 
artistic discipline (not necessarily in academic institutions), has a history of public presentation 
and is critically recognized as an artist. 
 
An artwork proposal is not requested at this time. This is a two-phase process: in Phase 
One, applicants will be reviewed on the basis of artistic merit of past work, professional 
qualifications and experience. In Phase Two, short-listed artists will be required to submit a 
preliminary artwork concept proposal that will be displayed for public comment and jury 
review. Artists selected for the short-list will be provided with a full Request for Proposals 
outlining detailed artwork specifications prior to developing their proposals. Short-listed artists 
will be paid an artist fee of $1500 to develop their proposals. 
 
Background: City View Park 
The City purchased the City View Park site in 2002 to develop a park that would help meet 
the current and future demand for recreational facilities, to include high quality sports fields 
and other park features.   
 
The 67 ha site is located on the Niagara Escarpment at 2500 Kerns Road (and Dundas 
Street).  The topography includes 45 ha of tableland that was previously partially in 
agricultural use and the balance is escarpment slope.  Natural features include woodlands, 
pocket wetlands, karst features and ephemeral springs along the toe of the Escarpment.   The 
Bruce Trail Conservancy has an easement on the property, which ensures that the Bruce Trail 
will remain at this location in perpetuity.   
 
Planning and design for the park was initiated in 2004 and included development of technical 
studies to assess the strengths and limitations of the park site for recreational uses.  In 2010, 
a Management Plan was approved, providing a guide for the development of the park.  The 
Management Plan includes a long term Master Plan, to be developed in phases that include: 
five sports fields, a seated venue, two baseball diamonds, playgrounds, open space areas, a 
storm water management pond, trails, parking and access, naturalized areas, a maintenance 
facility and a pavilion.  
 
Several phases of the park have been completed to date including: three artificial turf sports 
fields (designed primarily for soccer), a seated venue for 1500 spectators, a playground, a 
storm water management pond, trails, parking and access, naturalized areas and a 



  
 Public Art Opportunity, City View Park 

  City of Burlington 

	3 

maintenance facility for park staff operations.  The park has been in active use since 2012, 
with washroom facilities provided by a temporary washroom trailer. In summer 2015, City 
View Park’s artificial soccer fields served as the practice venue for the 2015 Pan Am Games.   
 
The New Pavilion 
The year-round New Pavilion will be approximately 4,000 square feet and will be used to 
support the existing and future planned park uses.  This includes features such a large lobby 
that can serve as a gathering place for park visitors and an exterior canopy for shade and 
picnicing.  Exterior space will include an outdoor terrace with a lookout to the pond, pathway 
connections with lighting, parking for several cars and a loading/ drop-off area.  In addition to 
green building measures under the LEED® program, consideration will be given to passive 
house design criteria to minimize energy consumption.  The operation of this facility will be net 
carbon neutral. 
 
Fig. 1:  Rendering of The New Pavilion 
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Artwork Location 
The artwork will be located in a large naturalized area in front of the pavilion (see Fig.2 
below).  This area serves as an entrance point to the pavilion, linking together pathways from 
the (future) parking to the front entrance and a central roadway.  This location will also allow 
for excellent views of the artwork from inside the pavilion’s main lobby as there are large glass 
walls looking out onto this area.  Detailed site plans and an optional site visit will be provided 
to short-listed artists. 
 
Fig.2:  Site Plan Showing Artwork Location (approximate location marked in blue) 

 
 
 
 
 

Pavilion 

Art 
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Artwork Goals 
The proposed artwork should act as a gateway or entrance feature to the new pavilion.  The 
artwork should speak to the rich natural heritage of the site, with specific reference to the 
Niagara Escarpment.  As such, the artwork may draw on themes such as the local 
environment, local flora and fauna, natural heritage, and/or cultural heritage  
 
Additionally, the artwork should: 

• Use environmentally sound design, fabrication and installation methods and materials; 
ecologically beneficial design and/or design with natural materials are not strictly 
required but will be considered a value-added benefit. 

• Be visible from both the pathways leading from the parking and from inside the lobby of 
the new pavilion 

• Complement the design of the new pavilion 
• Be fabricated using materials that are highly resistant to theft, vandalism and 

weathering 
• Not pose a risk to public safety (i.e. no sharp points, does not allow climbing, no slip or 

trip hazards, etc. 
• Conform to the City of Burlington’s Accessibility Design Standards: 

o https://www.burlington.ca/en/your-city/accessibility-design-standards.asp  
• Meet all Ontario Building Code standards: 

o  (http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page7393.aspx) 
 
Budget 
The commission for this project is $120,000 CAD (maximum, exclusive of HST). This is the 
total amount available for all related expenses of this public art project including (but not 
limited to): artist fees, travel, materials, site preparation, technical consultation, fabrication, 
installation, insurance, equipment, permit fees, etc. The cost of the foundation 
construction is not the responsibility of the artist and will be paid for by the City of 
Burlington. 
 
Short-listed artists will be paid an honorarium of $1500 (exclusive of HST) to develop their 
artwork proposals. 
 
Artwork Design Coordination 
The City View Pavilion tender project will not include the construction of the public art however 
it will include a lump sum cash allowance for the construction of the artwork footing(s).  The 
cost for the construction of the footings is not part of the $120,000 for this commission, as it 
will be paid for out of the construction budget for the City View Pavilion project.  If these 
timelines are not met and there are additional costs as a direct result of this delay, the artist 
will be responsible for any additional costs specific only to the construction of the footings. 
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Eligibility 
This competition is open to all professional Canadian and International artists. Artist 
collectives and/or artist-led teams are also encouraged to apply. The selected artist must be 
able to travel to Burlington, Ont. for a minimum of three visits: one project start-up meeting, 
one technical consultation meeting, and one visit to manage the installation of the artwork and 
to engage in public dialogue (i.e. artist talk/artwork unveiling). 
 
Selection Process 
An independent selection committee comprised of project stakeholders, community members 
and arts professionals will review all applications based on the following criteria: 

• Qualifications and professional experience of artist(s), 
• Artistic merit of previous work (as expressed in digital images submitted), 
• Demonstrated ability to meet deadlines and budgets, 
• Success in executing projects of a similar scale and complexity to the project outlined 

in this document, 
• Past work shows a proven track record of successful collaboration, 
• The artist(s)’ responsiveness to the site and approach to the project (as outlined in the 

Expression of Interest Statement submitted), 
 
Two-Stage Process 
This competition is a two-stage process. In Stage One, the selection committee will review 
the applications based on the Selection Process outlined in this document. The selection 
committee will choose a maximum of three (3) artists to move forward to Stage Two (short-
list).  
 
The artists selected for Stage Two will be asked to develop a concept proposal for the 
artwork consisting of: artist statement, preliminary design drawings and draft budget. An 
honorarium of $1500 will be paid upon completion of the concept proposal. The committee 
may elect to conduct interviews (via video conference or in person) as part of their 
deliberation process. The proposals will then be presented to the public for comment and 
feedback.  
 
At the end of Stage Two, the selection committee will recommend the successful artist based 
on the merits of the concept proposal, technical feasibility and public feedback. The 
successful artist will then enter into a contract with the City of Burlington for the artwork 
creation and installation phase of the project.  
 
Cobalt Connects manages the City of Burlington’s Public Art Program. Guided by the Public 
Art Policy, Cobalt Connects works in cooperation with City staff to develop and implement the 
Public Art Master Plan.  
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Please note, the selection committee, Cobalt Connects, and the City of Burlington reserves 
the right to not recommend any application, proposal or finalist and to terminate or re-
advertise any project.  

Original Work: The artist must guarantee that the artwork is original and does not violate the 
copyright of any other person. 
 
Estimated Project Timeline (2019 - 2020) 
Deadline Activity 
August 23 Expression of Interest document released 

 
October 11 Deadline for Stage One: Expression of Interest 

 
By November 1 
 

Selection Committee reviews applications, selects short-listed artists  
 

January 10 (2020) Short listed artists’ concept proposals due 
 

January 20 - 31 Public consultation 
 

By February 7  Selection Committee reviews proposals and public feedback 
Selected artist enters into a contract with the City of Burlington 

By March 20 Detailed Design due, including footing and base pate / anchor design 
 

April - September 
 

Artwork fabrication 

Fall 2020 Artwork installation and unveiling (date TBD) 
 

 
Application Deadline and Receipt  
All applications are due on or before Friday October 11, 2019. Incomplete applications or 
those received after the deadline will not be accepted. Faxed or emailed applications will not 
be accepted.   
 
All applicants will receive notice via email or mail that their application has been received. It is 
the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that their application has been received by Cobalt 
Connects. If you do not receive verification within one week of submitting your application, 
please contact kim@cobaltconnects.ca or 905-548-0111. 
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Loss or Damage: While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the City of 
Burlington, Cobalt Connects and Selection Committee shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage, however caused. Please note, application materials will not be returned. 
 
How to Submit Your Application. 
Applications may be submitted online, in-person or by mail: 
 
Online Applications: please visit http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access the 
online application form.  
 
In-person or Mailed Applications: Applications may be submitted in-person or mailed to our 
office (724 Barton Street East, Hamilton, Ontario). Applications may be submitted on a 
CD/DVD or as a hard copy (letter-sized paper; 8 ½ X 11”). If submitting a hard copy, please 
do not bind, staple or use cover sheets/folders/binders.   
 
Application Requirements 
 

1. Application Form: Page 11 of this document OR completed online: 
http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ 
 

2. Expression of Interest Statement: submit a brief statement outlining your interest in 
this project (2 pages maximum). Please include the following information: 

• Your approach to creating artwork for the public realm,  
• How the goals of this project align with your artistic practice, 
• How your specific skills and experience bring value to this project. 

 
3. Curriculum Vitae: outline recent qualifications and artistic activities (4 pages 

maximum) 
 

4. Artist Statement (1 page maximum) 
 

5. Artwork Samples: 10 images of your artwork. Please note the following: 
• All images must be in high resolution JPEG format, suitable for screen 

projection, 
• Do not embed images in documents such as Word or PowerPoint or 

compress files (i.e. WinZip, Stuffit, etc.), 
• Clearly label files and do not use any special characters, symbols, periods, 

etc. (i.e. $, %,&) in the file name, 
• Original artwork or slides will not be accepted. 

 
6. Image List: A list of the artwork samples submitted. Please include: title of artwork, 

materials, dimensions, date and location of artwork (if applicable) 
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Application Form 
Applications are due on or before Friday October 11, 2019 (4:00 pm in person or 11:59 
pm online).  
 
Online Applications: please visit http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/ to access the 
online application form.  
 
In-person or mailed applications: Applications may be submitted in-person or mailed to our 
office (724 Barton Street East, Hamilton). Applications may be submitted on a CD/DVD or as 
a hard copy (letter-sized paper; 8 ½ X 11”). If submitting a hard copy, please do not bind, 
staple or use cover sheets/folders/binders.   
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ____________________________ Province  ____________________________ 
 
Postal Code  _____________________ Country  _____________________________ 
 
Phone (day) ______________________ Phone (evening) ______________________ 
 
Email  ____________________________ Website  ____________________________ 
 

 
 
The applicant is in agreement with the Eligibility and Selection Criteria, as outlined in this 
document: 
 
Signature of applicant__________________________  Date  _______________ 

 
 

 
¨ I would like to receive notice of future Calls For Artists and program updates. Please 

add me to the Burlington Public Art mailing list (optional). 
	

Contact Us 
Kim Selman 
T:  905-548-0111 
E:  kim@cobaltconnects.ca  
W:  www.burlingtonpublicart.com 
	

Send Submissions to:  
Cobalt Connects 
ATTN:  City View Public Art 
724 Barton Street East 
Hamilton, Ontario L8L 3A8	


